
ART HERITAGE TRAINING SCHEDULE 

 

 
 

 

What is the Art Heritage Program?  The Art Heritage Program has been a valued part of Mesa County Valley School 

District 51 elementary schools for more than 25 years.  Volunteers bring standards-based art history and art lessons to 

elementary school classrooms throughout the Mesa County area.  The program is coordinated through the D51 Schools 

Visual Arts office at the BTK Building, 596 N. Westgate Dr. Grand Junction, CO  81505 (970.254.5489)  

Website:  https://community.d51schools.org/sites/shared/art/Pages/default.aspx 

 

What happens at an Art Heritage “training”?  Information about the featured artist or cultural art lesson is provided.  

Volunteers view a PowerPoint or DVD presentation about the artist and have the opportunity to ask questions or share 

observations.  A suggested art project is demonstrated and volunteers create a sample.  The art project is inspired by the 

featured art lesson.  Volunteers may choose to do the same lesson or an alternate. 

 

Are the art supplies provided for the lessons? Each school will receive a loaner box of supplies for the ‘suggested art 

project’.  The school-based coordinator will bring the box back to the school.  If a volunteer choses to do an alternative 

lesson, the materials are not provided.  When all the classrooms have received the lesson, the box of supplies is returned 

to the BTK-Art Heritage site. 

 

How is Art Heritage funded? The program is funded through D51 Budget which provides the salaries for a part-time 

coordinator and assistant coordinator.  A budget for art supplies and materials is included.  In addition, generous 

donations from local charitable organizations, private donors, and businesses help us to ensure student access to quality 

materials and updated art methods.  

 

How and why are featured artists chosen?  Artist and cultural art lessons are chosen based upon their contributions to 

the world of art.  Some are well-known master artists, such as Vincent van Gogh and Claude Monet.  Others are 

regionally known, such as Tony Ortega – a pastel artist and children’s book illustrator.  In addition, we often present a 

cultural art lesson such as rock art of the southwest.  We strive to find a balance in the variety of art lessons we teach, 

from painters to sculptors to fiber artists. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wednesday, Sept. 13th, 9:30-11am 

Rembrandt van Rijn, Self portraits 
Rembrandt was a Dutch-Protestant painter who lived from 1606-1669.  Rembrandt brought new 
drama, color, and creativity to visual arts.  Rembrandt’s work was unique because he portrayed the 
‘common man’ in art as opposed to paintings of royalty, biblical or mythological figures. He liked to 
practice by making drawings of himself.  He would look in the mirror and draw what he saw.  
 

Wednesday, Oct. 11th, 9:30-11am  

Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphs,  

Copper tooling foil “Repousse” 
Ancient Egypt is perhaps the most fascinating of the ancient civilizations.   

This Art Heritage unit focuses on a form of calligraphic writing called Egyptian 
Hieroglyph (HI row glif) “Hieroglyph” is a Greek word meaning ‘sacred carving’.  

Ancient Egyptians used hieroglyphic writing as a formal writing system, similar to 
word pictures, which combined visual symbols and alphabetic elements.   

Schools include:  Appleton, Broadway, Scenic, Wingate, Clifton, 

DIA, Nisley,  Fruitvale and Grand River Academy  

Training sessions are held at the D51-BTK 

Building, 596 N. Westgate Dr. (near B & H 

Sports on Patterson and 25 Road) 
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Wednesday, Nov. 8th, 9:30-11am  

Henri Toulouse Lautrec, Graphic art  
Henri Toulouse-Lautrec, 1864-1901, was a French painter known for his 

lithography and poster art.   

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, Jan. 10th, 9:30-11am  

Paul Klee, Cats and Critters 
 Paul Klee, 1879-1940, was a painter of many styles and techniques.  He was 

also a philosopher and a poet, a man who read Greek poetry in the original and 

who, resourceful and pragmatic, used his Munich kitchen as a studio so he could 

look after his young son and cook the family meals. Klee’s paintings combine folk 

art, abstract art, and humor.  Many of his images have titles that make us smile.   

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 14h, 9:30-11am 

Lyle Nichols, Upcycled Robots 
Lyle Nichols, 1948 to present, is a well-known local artist who”upcycles and repurposes” 

bits of metal into humorous sculptures.  His artwork is seen all over the valley.  Families 

will have an opportunity to follow a roadmap to “tour” his local pieces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, Apr. 11th, 9:30-11am  

Friedensreich Hundertwasser, Harmonious Architecture 
Hundertwasser, 1928-2000, was an Austrian artist and architect who 

worked also in the field of environmental protection. His real name being 

Stowasser, his pseudonym Hundertwasser (by which he is known 

worldwide) comes from sto in Slavic languages, meaning "hundred".   

He stood out as an opponent of "a straight line" and any standardization, 

expressing this concept in the field of building design. His best known 

work is considered Hundertwasserhaus in Vienna, Austria which has 

become a notable place of interest in the Austrian capital characterized 

by imaginative vitality and uniqueness. 

. 
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